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Highly respected Woodbridge football 

Coach Bill Nyers resigns 

 
Greg Tufaro, @GregTufaro 12:05 p.m. Dec. 18, 2015 
 

 
Middlesex County coach Bill Nyers teams up with his daughter, 
Brittany, who is a cheerleader for the Middlesex County All-Stars.This 
is Snapple Bowl XXI - an all star charity football game between 
recently graduated seniors from Middlesex and Union counties, July 17 
2014. Sayreville NJ. photo by Kathy Johnson EST 0718 Snapple 
Game Story(Photo: Kathy Johnson/MyCentralJersey Courier News) 

 
Highly respected veteran mentor Bill Nyers, who 
continues to deal with the ramifications of a once life-
threatening battle with kidney cancer, has resigned as 
Woodbridge High School’s head football coach. 
 
Nyers met with the Barrons on Friday morning to tell 
them he was stepping down so that he can better take 
care of his health. 

“I haven’t felt good in a while,” Nyers said. “I thought I 
was over the hump. I’ve had some setbacks. I was 
laboring all year long. Not being 100 percent, it just got 
to the point where I was just struggling. As I told the kids, 
I don’t believe in short-changing anybody. If you can’t be 
at the top of your game doing it, I don’t think that’s fair.” 
 
MyCentralJersey.com football analyst Marcus Borden, 
who is also the founder and director of the 
MyCentralJersey.com Snapple Bowl, a charity all-star 
game with which Nyers has been involved since its 
inception 26 years ago, said his longtime friend and 
colleague will be missed. 
 
“It’s a great loss for high school football,” Borden said. 
“He’s been a tremendous asset. He’s a great motivator. 
He gets it in terms of how to run a program and keeping 
the kids top priority and teaching them all the life lessons 
football teaches you.” 
 
Nyers coached at Woodbridge from 1994 to 2002, 
leading the Barrons to a sectional title in 1997 before 
being named the offensive coordinator at Kean 
University, a post he held for six seasons prior to 
becoming the head coach at Plainfield. Nyers returned to 
Woodbridge in 2012. He is the only mentor to have 
coached in the Snapple Bowl for the Middlesex (as 
Woodbridge’s head coach) and Union (as Plainfield’s 
head coach) squads. 
 

 
Bill Nyers- 2015 - Entering the field for Game 3, Colts Neck, Non-
Conference Game, Friday, September 25, 2015.  
Final Score:  WOOD 41 – CLT 13. 
Photo – WoodbridgeFootball.com 
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“I really enjoyed working with Bill,” Woodbridge Athletics 
Director Joe Ward said. “I’m sorry to see him go. He has 
the program in a good position to continue to be one of 
the top programs in the GMC (Greater Middlesex 
Conference) and we wish him nothing but the best. We 
know he’s still going to be associated with Woodbridge 
football forever, and we are happy for that.” 
 

 
Bill Nyers – 2015. His final post game speech. Game 10 - John F. 
Kennedy.  GMC White Division Game.  Thursday, November 26, 2015  
10:30am, Final Score: WOOD 28 - JFK 14 
Photo – WoodbridgeFootball.com 

 
Woodbridge recently finished 6-4 and qualified for the 
playoffs for a second consecutive year, falling to 
defending North 2 Group IV champion Phillipsburg in the 
quarterfinals (Phillipsburg went on to defeat reigning 
GMC White Division champion Colonia, which handed 
the Barrons a 27-26 setback earlier in the year). 
 
The defeat came after the Barrons rallied for a thrilling 
27-25 victory over St. Joseph on quarterback Tracy 
Fudge’s touchdown pass to Quaasim Glover in the 
game’s final seconds. Fudge and Glover were recently 
named first-team All-Area by the Home News Tribune. 
 
Nearly a decade ago, Nyers was hospitalized at 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in New York 
City following a partial nephrectomy, an operation that 
removed a cancerous tumor from his kidney, leaving 
about one third of the organ intact. He has undergone 
multiple surgeries in the past several years related to his 
battle with renal cell carcinoma. 
 

 
Bill Nyers – 2014. With his two sons, Anthony and Nick at the Irvington 
NJSIAA Playoff Game, November 21, 2014, 
Final Score: WOOD 34 – IRV 33 
Photo – WoodbridgeFootball.com  

 
Nyers, who graduated from Woodbridge in 1984, played 
guard and linebacker for the Barrons. His son Anthony is 
the school’s all-time leading receiver, his daughter 
Brittany was a cheerleader and his other son Nick is 
currently a junior following in his father’s footsteps as a 
guard and linebacker. 
 
“You can’t ask for anything more than I’ve gotten out of 
this thing,” Nyers said of his coaching experience at 
Woodbridge. “The school’s been great to me, the players 
are great and I got to be with my family.” 
 

 
Bill Nyers – 2015. His final post game speech. Game 10 - John F. 
Kennedy.  GMC White Division Game.  Thursday, November 26, 2015  
10:30am, Final Score: WOOD 28 - JFK 14 
Photo – WoodbridgeFootball.com 
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Carteret head coach Matt Yascko described Nyers as “a 
character” and said that all of the league’s mentors 
appreciated Nyers’ candor and respected his coaching 
ability. 
 
“He always spoke his mind and never pulled any 
punches,” Yascko said, noting Nyers looked out for other 
players, not just his own. “He was always quick to praise 
one of your kids. He always tried to help you any way he 
could. I enjoyed coaching against him. It’s sad when you 
lose good guys like that, that’s for sure.” 
 

 
Bill Nyers at the Woodbridge Football Awards Banquet, Wednesday, 
December 9, 2015.  
Photo – Bonnie Smith 

 
Kean University head football coach Dan Garrett 
previously told MyCentralJersey.com that Nyers was 
“like another brother” to him. 
 
“The most enjoyable years I’ve had were when we were 
on staff together,” Garrett said. “He’s just a great human 
being.” 

 
 

Five Things  

More Important Than Your Job 

 
Posted on September 24, 2014 by Steve Roy 
Re-posted by WoodbridgeFootball.com 12-20-2015 
 
1    Your family!  This is obvious I realize but what are 
you doing about it? You spend 40 hours each week 

staring at a computer screen and 10 hours a week 
spending quality time with your family. Just think about 
how you spend your weekends. You are tired out from 
the long week and your grueling commute and have 
barely enough energy to sit on the couch and turn the 
television on. Your family needs you. They need you to 
be present, involved, and engaged. I used to have a 
client who was insanely wealthy. The type of guy who 
would go to get his Ferrari serviced only to come home 
with a brand new one. I worked with him for several 
years and was saddened by the relationship I saw he 
had with his two young children. He was totally 
disengaged, let his nanny do all the work, and rarely saw 
them. Sure, he had millions of dollars but was a 
workaholic. Don’t do that. Your family needs you more 
than you know. 
 
2    Your health. You may or may not agree with this, 
but your job is killing you. You are dying a slow death 
drawn out over the course of 30 or 40 years in the form 
of mind numbingly boring work. How would you feel if 
you woke up tomorrow and you couldn’t wait to get out 
of bed to get to work? Imagine loving what you did for a 
living and feeling more vibrant that you ever have. Is it 
possible? Absolutely! Sitting at a desk all day is bad for 
you. I mean the type of bad that is linked to heart 
disease and cancer. If you have a desk job, make sure 
you take plenty of breaks. Walk around, stretch, and 
watch what you eat. Just remember, regardless of how 
“successful” you are in your career, if you’re too ill to 
enjoy your life, it’s pointless. Take care of yourself first. 
 
3   Your time. Your time is the most valuable resource 
you have, period. Yet you are spending it like Warren 
Buffet spends $1. You don’t think twice about wasting an 
entire week working on things that bore you to tears and 
have no meaning. It sickens me when I see people 
waiting in line for 40 minutes to fill their gas tanks 
because they are going to save $1.25. I always wonder if 
they really think that their time is worth less than $2 per 
hour. Time goes by so quickly, it really does. You are 
going to wake up one day and be 70 years old and 
wonder where the best years of your lives went. Oh, 
that’s right-to your job! Start to value your time and 
spend it wisely. Working in a job that means nothing to 
you for 20 years is not what I call wise. Find what excites 
you most in life and do that. Try to do it every day if you 
can. That’s what life is about. 
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4    Your purpose. Do you know your purpose here? 
Most people will never take the time to figure this out. 
They will spend their lives working in random jobs that 
may or may not be suitable for them, all just to collect a 
few dollars to pay their bills. What if you took the time to 
do some serious self-reflection to find what it is that 
intrinsically drives you to be the best you can be? What 
excites you? What are you excellent at? Answer these 
questions and start pursuing something bigger. I’m not 
going to preach to you that we all have some greater 
purpose in life, but I do think we all can do remarkable 
work in different fields. But first, we have to uncover our 
values and what matters most to us. 
 
5   Your relationships. Jobs come and go but a good 
friend can (and hopefully does) last forever. But we often 
forget those who mean the most as we get caught up in 
the shuffle of daily life. “I’ll call then next week” you say 
for the 10th time. Well, life will pass quickly and a month 
turns into a year incredibly fast. Make a commitment to 
reach out to a friend you have lost touch with. Your 
quality of life is in direct proportion to the quality of your 
relationships. Keep them. 

 
 

Game Day photos 

Head Coach, Bill Nyers - 2015 

 
 

 
Bill Nyers- 2015 – Pre-Game instructions from the referees. Game 1, 
Carteret, a GMC Conference Game, Friday, September 11, 2015.  
Final Score:  WOOD 28 – CART 6. 
Photo – WoodbridgeFootball.com 

 
Bill Nyers- 2015 – On top of the action. Game 2, Bishop Ahr, a GMC 
Conference Game, Friday, September 18, 2015.  
Final Score:  WOOD 38 – BGA 7. 
Photo – WoodbridgeFootball.com 
 

 

 
Bill Nyers- 2015 – Post game speech. Game 3, Colts Neck, a  
Non-Conference Game, Friday, September 25, 2015.  
Final Score:  WOOD 41 – CLT 13. 
Photo – WoodbridgeFootball.com 
 
 

 
Bill Nyers – 2015. Barking instruction on a rain soaked sideline. Game 
4, at Perth Amboy, a GMC Conference Game, Friday, October 2, 
2015. Final Score : WOOD 33 – PAM 0. 
Photo – WoodbridgeFootball.com 
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Bill Nyers- 2015 – Post game speech. Game 5, at New Brunswick, a 
GMC Conference Game, Friday, October 9, 2015.  
Final Score:  NWB 32 - WOOD 20. 
Photo – WoodbridgeFootball.com 
 
 

 
Bill Nyers- 2015 – A sideline discussion . Game 6, Colonia, the 
Bragging Rights Trophy Game, and a GMC Conference Game, Friday, 
October 16, 2015.  Final Score:  COL 27- WOOD 26. 
Photo – WoodbridgeFootball.com 
 
 

 
Bill Nyers- 2015 – Pre-game anticipation. Game 7, at South Plainfield, 
a GMC Conference Game, Friday, October 23, 2015.  
Final Score:  SP 12 - WOOD 3. 
Photo – WoodbridgeFootball.com 

 

 
Bill Nyers – 2015. Awaiting kickoff on the sideline. Game 8, at St 
Joseph (Metuchen), a GMC Conference Game, Saturday, October 31, 
2015. Final Score : WOOD 27 – STJ 25. 
Photo – WoodbridgeFootball.com 
 
 

 
Bill Nyers – 2015. His final post Playoff Game speech. Game 9  - at 
Phillipsburg.  NJSIAA Playoffs, NJ2-G4, Friday November 13, 2015, 
Final Score: PBG 35 – WOOD 20 
Photo – WoodbridgeFootball.com 
 
 

 
Bill Nyers – 2015. His final post-game interview, Game 10,  - John F. 
Kennedy, Thanksgiving morning, Thursday, November 26, 2015,  
Final Score: WOOD 20 – JFK 14. 
Photo – WoodbridgeFootball.com 
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Bill Nyers - Woodbridge Football  Head Coaching Record 

 
1994 Season 5 - 3 - 1 

Woodbridge 51 - JP Stevens 13 
Piscataway 21 - Woodbridge 13 

Woodbridge 28 - Edison 00 
Woodbridge 07 - Old Bridge 07 (Tie) 

Sayreville 21 - Woodbridge 14 
Woodbridge 21 - Bishop Ahr 14 

Woodbridge 28 - North Brunswick 00 
East Brunswick 17 - Woodbridge 00 

Woodbridge 28 - Colonia 06 
PF - 168PA – 121 

 
 

1995 Season 7 - 2 
Woodbridge 41 - JP Stevens 07 
Piscataway 25 - Woodbridge 21 

Woodbridge 41 - Edison 08 
Old Bridge 27 - Woodbridge 18 
Woodbridge 29 - Sayreville 21 
Woodbridge 30 - Bishop Ahr 26 

Woodbridge 48 - North Brunswick 07 
Woodbridge 22 - East Brunswick 08 

Woodbridge 12 - Colonia 00 
PF - 262PA - 129 

 
 

1996 Season 6 – 3 
Woodbridge 25 - Piscataway 18 

Woodbridge 34 - North Brunswick 00 
South Brunswick 15 - Woodbridge 12 

Woodbridge 28 - Bishop Ahr 07 
Woodbridge 18 - Old Bridge 07 

Woodbridge 27 - East Brunswick 07 
Woodbridge 40 - Perth Amboy 35 

Sayreville 13 - Woodbridge 06 
Colonia 49 - Woodbridge 32 

PF - 222PA – 151 
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1997 Season 9 - 2  *  State Championship 

Woodbridge 25 - Piscataway 14 
Woodbridge 12 - North Brunswick 07 
Woodbridge 35 - South Brunswick 14 

Woodbridge 41 - Bishop Ahr 14 
Woodbridge 47 - Old Bridge 46 

Woodbridge 35 - East Brunswick 08 
Woodbridge 32 - Sayreville 28 

Perth Amboy 20 - Woodbridge 14 
Woodbridge 28 - Piscataway 14 (Playoffs) 

Colonia 42 - Woodbridge 35 
Woodbridge 20 - JP Stevens 14 (Playoffs) 

PF - 324PA – 221 

 
 

1998 Season 2 – 8 
Patterson Catholic 42 - Woodbridge 12 

Piscataway 22 - Woodbridge 00 
Woodbridge 24 - Old Bridge 21 

Edison 20 - Woodbridge 10 
East Brunswick 27 - Woodbridge 13 

JP Stevens 17 - Woodbridge 07 
Perth Amboy 19 - Woodbridge 07 

South Brunswick 28 - Woodbridge 21 
Woodbridge 20 - Freehold Township 14 (2OT  -  Consolation) 

Colonia 41 - Woodbridge 13 
PF - 127PA – 251 

 
 

1999 Season 4 – 6 
Patterson Catholic 35 - Woodbridge 07 

Piscataway 14 - Woodbridge 00 
Old Bridge 40 - Woodbridge 21 

Woodbridge 21 - Edison 07 
Woodbridge 14 - East Brunswick 07 

Woodbridge 35 - JP Stevens 24 
Woodbridge 14 - Perth Amboy 12 

South Brunswick 28 - Woodbridge 21 
Bridgewater Raritan 34 - Woodbridge 12 (Consolation) 

Colonia 55 - Woodbridge 20 
PF - 165PA - 256 
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2000 Season  6 – 4  * 

Woodbridge 31 - South Brunswick 09 
Woodbridge 38 - JP Stevens 00 

Edison 24 - Woodbridge 23 
Woodbridge 34 - East Brunswick 00 
Woodbridge 35 - Perth Amboy 06 
Woodbridge 28 - Old Bridge 18 
Sayreville 42 - Woodbridge 07 

Woodbridge 21 - Piscataway 07 
Middlestown North 28 - Woodbridge 14 (Playoffs) 

Colonia 14 - Woodbridge 13 
PF - 244PA - 148 

 
 

2001 Season  6 – 4  * 
South Brunswick 17 - Woodbridge 13 

JP Stevens 18 - Woodbridge 13 
Woodbridge 21 - Edison 07 

Woodbridge 35 - East Brunswick 14 
Woodbridge 40 - Perth Amboy 07 
Old Bridge 45 - Woodbridge 13 
Woodbridge 21 - Sayreville 12 

Woodbridge 15 - Piscataway 13 
Piscataway 24 - Woodbridge 00 (Playoffs) 

Woodbridge 35 - Colonia 13 
PF - 205PA – 170 

 
 

2002 Season 4 – 6 
Old Bridge 35 - Woodbridge 00 
Sayreville 42 - Woodbridge 14 

Perth Amboy 41 - Woodbridge 20 
East Brunswick 25 - Woodbridge 06 

Piscataway 41  Woodbridge 00 
Woodbridge 25 - South Brunswick 14 

Woodbridge 44 - Edison 15 
JP Stevens 39 - Woodbridge 13 

Woodbridge 29 - Trenton 14 (Consolation) 
Woodbridge 27 - Colonia 22 

PF - 178PA – 288 
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Woodbridge Football Coaches Records (1924 - 2015) 
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By Nicholas Sardone, December 20, 2015 
 
On a very personal note, it is sad to think that head 
coach, Bill Nyers has resigned his position due to stated 
health reasons and will not be on the sidelines next 
season. He will definitely be missed by his student 
athletes, colleagues, and many Barron fans.  
 
Coach Nyers devoted thirteen years as our head coach. 
He leaves with a 70-58-1 record. This includes the 1997 
Central Jersey group IV championship, six playoff 
appearances, and nine winning seasons. His 70 wins 
rank third in school history behind only Nick Priscoe and 
Frank Capraro. 
 
Coach Nyers was old school, a tough task master, and a 
disciplinarian. He did not hold back his feelings. His 
offensive game planning and ability to motivate were 
second to none. Winning was important to him but he 
also expected his student athletes to behave and 
perform well in school. 
 
He also expected his players to give back to their 
community, and they did by participating in various 
causes. 
 
Finally, Coach Nyers valued the successful Woodbridge 
High School football history and made sure his players 
knew about it. 
 
I want to wish Coach Bill Nyers and his family the very 
very best in the coming years. He is welcome to join us 
in the bleachers next season as we cheer on the 2016 
Barrons. 
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